Ask
Police

My MQOT has expired can | drive my car to
the garage for the MOT test?

Answer

If your vehicle doesn't have a current MOT certificate, you can only drive it to or from a pre-arranged
MOT appointment or to or from a pre-arranged repair appointment to have defects remedied that
were discovered on a previous test. You can also drive your vehicle on a road without road tax in
these circumstances too but your vehicle must be insured. However, not having an MOT may have
implications for the validity of your insurance - you would need to check this with your insurer. The
only way you could lawfully move a vehicle without an MOT, other than in the circumstances
described above, is on a trailer or recovery vehicle so that all four wheels are off the ground. Note
that: * If a vehicle has failed an MOT you can't drive it away from the garage if any of the defects
were classed as being dangerous. Dangerous defects mean a direct and immediate risk to road
safety or have a serious impact on the environment - do not drive the vehicle until they've been
repaired. * You will commit an offence if you park a vehicle without an MOT on the road. * The law
makes no mention as to how far you can go for an MOT but we would suggest the distance is kept
as short as possible because even though you are exempt from having a valid MOT certificate in
the circumstances described above, if you are stopped by the police you could still be prosecuted
forany defective parts on your vehicle e.g. exhaust, brakes and tyres etc. If you call in at shops
etc. on your way to the MOT, it may be held that you are using the vehicle for other purposes and
the above exemption won't apply. The further you travel the more likelihood there is of your
vehicle triggering an ANPR camera and you being stopped. * You can get an MOT up to a month
(minus a day) before it runs out and keep the same renewal date. * You can be fined up to £1,000
for driving a vehicle without a valid MOT.

Related links

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Motoring/LearnerAndNewDrivers /LearningToDriveOrRide
/DG_4022661
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